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Court to Rule on ‘Son of Sam’ Book 
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NEW YORK— A state judge in 
/Brooklyn will be asked tomorrow to 
^approve a lucrative book-movie deal 
; on tile life of Son of Sam killer David 
-.Berkowitz that includes a $250,000 ad- 
vance. 

v State Supreme Court Justice Car- 
• mine Ventiera must decide whether to 
/sanction the possible multimillion-dol- 
lar package under a law designed to 
■turn proceeds from such ventures 
over to crime victims. If he approves 
'it-he proposal, probably none of the ad- 
vance money from McGraw-Hill would 
>;go to survivors or relatives of the six 
"persons slain during Berkowitz’s 12- 
. month reign of terror. 

Author Lawrence David Klausner 
jwould receive $150,000. A literary 
■agent would receive 10 percent, and 
" the court-appointed conservator for 
-Berkowitz, Doris Johnson, would re- 
•eeive the remaining $75,000, presuma- 
fhly to pay the killer’s lawyers’ fees. 

: 'Under the state Crime Victims 
.Compensation Law, attorney fees 
;have first lien on estates of convicts 
■like Berkowitz. If the book succeeds, 
*ahd is followed by a movie, the excess 
profits in the conservator’s portion of 
fthe royalties may then be available to 
settle the millions of dollars of claims 
- filed by survivors and relatives of vic- 



•LOS ANGELES — Relatives of four 
Peoples Temple members who died in 
-the Jonestown, Guyana, jungle have 
"filed a $10 million wrongful death suit 


against the cult, the estate of founder 
Jim Jones and attorney Mark Lane. 

Also included as defendants in the 
suit were unidentified drug companies 
who sold or provided poisonous drugs 
to the Peoples Temple. 

Two other civil suits had been filed 
earlier this month by relatives of vic- 
tims who died in the November 1978 
murder-suicide, also seeking $10 mil- 
lion each. 

The latest suit was filed by Law- 
rence George Bright and Wilford Fos- 
ter over the deaths of Ruby Jean 
Bright, Lawrence George Bright III, 
Juanita Jean Bright and Stephanie 
Chacon. 

States Review Speed Limit 

DENVER — Colorado has become 
the second western state to begin de- 
bate on a measure to increase the 55- 
mile-per-hour speed limit to 65 mph, 
even though it would mean the loss of 
federal highway money. 

The bill before the Colorado House 
is similar to one approved last week 
by Wyoming’s , Senate. Officials in 
other Western states, including Okla- 
homa, Montana, New Mexico, Wash- 
ington and Utah, have indicated inter- 
est in overturning the 55 mph limit 
imposed nationwide in 1973 as a fuel 
conservation measure. 

Colorado state Rep. Bob Stephen- 
son, in introducing the 65-mph meas- 
ure, charged the federal government 
with “blackmail” by threatening to 
cut off highway funds. 

“First, we pay federal tax on the 
gasoline, then they give it back to us 


in the form of highway aid - but only 
if we agree to go by their speed lim- 
it.” Stephenson said. 

Stephenson said he is uncertain 
how much his state could lose. Colo- 
rado received $140 million in federal 
highway aid this fiscal year. , 

Ray Seeks New Trial ijiyf]*i 

MEMPHIS — Attorneys for James 
Earl Ray have filed another petition 
seeking a new trial for the convicted 
assassin of the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. in 1968. 

The petition sent by attorneys Mark 
Lane of Memphis and Charles Gal- 
breath of Nashville would have been 
filed a week earlier, said Leland Mc- 
Nabb, an assistant attorney general, 
but was returned to the attorneys be- 
cause it did not have enough postage. 

Ray originally pleaded guilty to the 
King slaying, but has been trying to 
change his plea ever since. The latest 
petition claims he is entitled to a new 
trial because the trial judge in the 
case, W. Preston Battle, died before 
hearing a motion for a new trial. 

The petition also said the conviction 
was flawed because the verdict that 
sent Ray to prison for 99 years did not ’ 
specify whether it was for first or sec- 
ond-degree murder. 

Ray previously was granted a hear- 
ing on his claim for a new trial in 
1974. He then told U.S. District Judge 
Robert McRae Jr. his lawyers had 
pressured him into pleading guilty so 
they could make money on a book. 
McRae denied his request. 



